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adequately fund tertiary Lipid Centres so that expert diagnosis and
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This year marks the 20th Anniversary of LASSA and we have the
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In 1989, when LASSA was first established, statin therapy had only
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just been introduced in our country. As we are all aware, statin
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therapy has revolutionized the treatment of severe dyslipidaemia,
particularly familial hypercholesterolaemia, and the use of statin
therapy has increased exponentially.
Unfortunately our Society has not grown at the same rate! Our
membership has remained static, or if anything, has dwindled.
This year, in an attempt to resurrect interest in the filed of Lipidology,
we have decided to run a practical course on Lipidology or Lipid
Update, which we hope will benefit those attending.
We also have the privilege of having an International lipid expert,
Professor Andrew Neil, from Oxford, UK, who is responsible for
the Simon Broome Familial Hyperlipidaemia Register in the United
Kingdom.
As many of you are aware, Familial hypercholesterolaemia (FH) is
one of the commonest heritable disorders in our country however,
despite awareness, the condition remains under diagnosed and
under treated. Although South Africa has a good track record of
investigation into this condition, much more needs to be done to fully
characterize both familial hypercholesterolaemia and other severe
hereditable dyslipidaemias, in order to correctly diagnose and treat
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